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A Brief History of St. Rose’s High School 

The history of the school can be divided in two distinct phases:  

 

(1) the foundation years and  

(2) the period of modernization 

 

The School was founded by six Ursuline Nuns from Ireland. These pioneers arrived in the then British 

Guiana in 1847 and established a Catholic Convent in Georgetown at the present location. 

 

In 1867, St Rose’s High School was established with an enrolment of four (4). In the same compound, an 

Orphanage, St. Ann’s, which still exists today was built. 

 

It was during the foundation years that most of the buildings, which form part of the complex were 

constructed with donations from generous benefactors. The school auditorium which was recently 

demolished was added in 1925. As   time went by other structures were added such as classrooms, 

laboratories and other facilities.  The corner stone from the Marian wing was laid in 1954 - the Roman 

Catholic Marian Year and the building was opened on May 4, 1955. 

 

Among the subjects taught in those days were Gospel classes, Drill, Music, Art, Needlework and Lace 

making.  Today we have a more diverse curriculum which caters for the Language Arts, the Sciences, 

Business and enrichment subjects such as Music, Drama, Art, and Health and Family Life Education.  

Other Technical Vocational subjects such as Home Economics, Industrial Technology and   Agricultural 

Science also form part of our Curriculum. 

 

The current school population is over five hundred. The present teaching staff consists of forty-four (44) 

full time teachers and five (5) part-time teachers. 

 
It is worth noting that St. Rose’s over the years, has produced many outstanding doctors, lawyers, 
veterinarians, engineers, managers, media personnel, university professors, corporate accountants, 
architects, politicians and the first female Deputy –Vice Chancellor of the University of Guyana. 

 

With unstinting dedication and remarkable foresight St. Rose’s High School can be fashioned to maintain 
its early tradition of exemplary all-round performance. 

 



Today St. Rose’s High School is managed competently by a Board of Governors (consisting mainly of 

alumni, past staff and students) in collaboration with the Alumni Associations (Guyana, Toronto & US) 

and the Ministry of Education. 

 
The original building was demolished in July 2018 and construction for the new modern building should be 

started in September 2019.  The expected time for completion is eighteen to twenty-four months. 

 
The current enrollment is four hundred and fifty students (no Grade 7 and 12), forty-seven full time faculty 

with four part time. Another one hundred and fifty students are expected in the new school term. 

 

September 2020 

 
 


